
WHAT DO 
CANADIANS REALLY 

THINK ABOUT 
CLIMATE CHANGE?

A Summary of  Public Opinion Research for Communicators

2026



What do Canadians really think about climate change?         2

CONTENTS
PREAMBLE  	    3

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  	    4

Concern is high, priority is low  	    4
Tailwinds 	    5
Headwinds 	    5

THE PIPELINE FANTASY CANADIANS ARE SOLD 	    6

WHAT CANADIANS CARE ABOUT 	    8

CLIMATE ILLITERACY 	    9

Is it human-caused? 	    9
Is it a hoax or exaggerated? 	    9
Is it fossil fuels? 	    11
Does anyone else care in Canada and globally? 	    11

DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 	    12

FIRES AND EXTREME WEATHER 	    15

IS CANADA DOING A GOOD JOB? 	    17

ATTITUDES ABOUT ENERGY 	    18

Both clean and conventional energy 	    19
Artificial intelligence 	    20
Build pipelines, decrease climate pollution  	    20
Oil and gas 	    21

HOUSEHOLDS AND PERSONAL ACTION 	    23

RECOMMENDATIONS 	    24

Our advice: Make climate concern visible 	    24
Meet people where they are 	    24
Strengthen climate and energy literacy   	    25
Give people avenues for action  	    25

REFERENCES 	    26



What do Canadians really think about climate change?         3

PREAMBLE 
Acknowledgements
We are grateful to several experts who reviewed the 
early drafts of this report: Amber Bennett, executive 
director of Re.Climate; Louise Comeau, senior advisor 
for Re.Climate; Amy Janzwood, assistant professor in the 
Department of Political Science and the Bieler School of 
the Environment at McGill University.

We have relied on survey results from Re.Climate, 
research firms and academic programs. In particular, 
Abacus Data, Angus Reid Institute, Environics Canada, 
Innovative Research Group, Ipsos, Léger, Spark 
Advocacy and Nanos Research. We are grateful to the 
University of Ottawa’s Positive Energy program and 
organizations that commissioned surveys, including 
Clean Energy Canada, the David Suzuki Foundation, 
Environmental Defence Canada and Learning for a 
Sustainable Future.

Citation: Hatch, C., Alrasheed, G., Kliever, J. & Bider,  
E. (2026). What Do Canadians Really Think About Climate 
Change? Re.Climate.

Cover image: Members of the Royal Canadian Air Force help evacuate Abbie  
Duskun (seated) and her daughter Veronica Clarke as they board a C-130 Hercules 
aircraft in Norway House, Man., Tuesday, June 5, 2025 (THE CANA DI AN PRESS/
DAVID LIPNOWSKI)

About Re.Climate
Re.Climate is Canada’s go-to centre for training, research, 
and strategy on climate change communications and 
public engagement. Based at Carleton University, we 
provide strategic services to help practitioners reach new 
audiences, overcome polarization, communicate urgency 
and motivate change.

To produce this report, Re.Climate reviewed the 
results of over 100 publicly available surveys with the 
objective of digging beneath topline numbers to identify 
attitudes that advance or stall public support for climate 
action. Surveys from previous years are compared to 
2025-2026 data through Spring 2026 and question 
wording is presented as it appeared in the relevant surveys. 
We have profiled survey results that represent findings 
across different research groups and prioritized results 
from surveys with large samples and comprehensive 
questionnaires. Other results are selected to illustrate 
specific vulnerabilities and opportunities.

Project Team
Author: Chris Hatch, Ghadah Alrasheed
Commentary: Amy Janzwood, assistant professor  
at McGill University 
Research: Ghadah Alrasheed, Jenny Kliever, Emma Bider 
Editing and Production: Ghadah Alrasheed
Proofreading: Jennifer Mayville
Design: Leigh Peterson,  justafrog.net



Executive Summary         4

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY 

Concern is high, priority is low 
An overwhelming majority of Canadians remain concerned about climate change and support clean energy. But more 
pressing concerns have knocked climate change down the list of priorities since its high point before the pandemic.

Social cues have weakened—political leaders have largely stopped talking about climate change, and media coverage has 
declined while the information ecosystem becomes increasingly fragmented. 

Climate change is now one of the long-term factors contributing to a widespread sense of precarity. Economic anxiety 
makes people risk-averse and more supportive of conventional economic opportunities. Canadians still support climate 
action, but this sentiment is balanced against anxieties that feel more immediate. These dynamics accentuate the 
double track in public opinion: Canadians prefer clean energy to power their lives and simultaneously view fossil fuel 
development as important for economic prosperity.

Another notable feature of the current public opinion landscape is the decline of climate literacy. Confusion persists 
about the role of burning fossil fuels in climate change, and Canadians largely think it is possible to expand fossil fuel 
use or infrastructure while still meeting climate targets. There is a significant gap between the widespread concern 
Canadians express about climate change and the amount of concern they believe exists around them, leading to a “spiral 
of silence.”

Current conditions

DECLINE IN PUBLIC 
PRIORITIZATION OF 

CLIMATE CHANGE

ONGOING CONCERN ABOUT 
EXTREME WEATHER AND 

CLIMATE IMPACTS

GROWING CONFUSION 
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS

EMERGING PUBLIC ANXIETY 
ABOUT ENERGY DEMAND 

AND SECURITY

INCREASE IN SUPPORT 
FOR PIPELINES

ONGOING, BROAD SUPPORT 
FOR RENEWABLES AND 

HOUSEHOLD CLEAN ENERGY
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Tailwinds
Concern is high
Three-quarters of Canadians are concerned about climate 
change and believe future generations will be harmed 
(Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a).

Strong preference for a renewable  
energy future
70 % of Canadians are more proud of becoming a 
renewable energy superpower than an oil and gas 
superpower (Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025b). 

Support for climate household solutions 
70 % of Canadians think new homes should be required 
to provide electric vehicle charging (or, at least be wired 
and ready) along with heat pumps for heating and cooling 
(Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025c). 

Demand for responsible energy projects
Even in a “build fast” moment, Canadians continue to 
support Indigenous consultation and environmental 
reviews for major projects (Abacus, 2026a; Angus Reid, 
2025b). 

Strong support for government preparedness
More than half (58 %) do not believe Canada has 
adequately prepared communities for natural disasters 
(Angus Reid & IBC, 2025). 

Headwinds
Priority is low
Climate change is not a top priority for Canadians right 
now (Abacus, 2026f).

Climate literacy is worsening  
Only half of Canadians correctly identify greenhouse 
gases or fossil fuels as the primary cause of climate change 
(Consortium on Electoral Democracy, 2025). 

There is a general decline in understanding that climate 
change is human-caused. One-third of the public thinks 
the “effects of climate change are seriously exaggerated” 
(Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a).

A strong majority believes that Canada can build new 
pipelines while still reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
(Environics Research, 2025). 

Demand for climate action is soft

Most Canadians (70 %) rate the current government as 
“neutral” or “effective” in addressing climate change 
(Abacus, 2025c). In another survey by Spark Advocacy 
(2026), 55 % describe the government’s performance as 
“acceptable” and 16 % rate it as a “good job.”

A cyclist keeps out of the sun with an umbrella 
on a hot day in Toronto, on Sunday, May 17, 2026. 
(THE CA NA DI A N PR ESS/SA MMY KOGA N)
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A strong majority of Canadians now say they support 
building new pipelines—and the vast majority also say 
they want governments to maintain or strengthen climate 
action. This seems, well, contradictory. But these findings 
should be understood less as public confusion than as the 
predictable result of sustained political messaging. 

For more than a decade, successive federal and provincial 
governments, industry lobbyists and legacy media have 
promoted the idea that Canada can simultaneously 
expand oil and gas production while reducing emissions. 
For example, the federal government justified purchasing 

the Trans Mountain Expansion project partly on the basis 
that fossil fuel revenues could help fund the clean energy 
transition. Yet the project’s public cost is at least $34 billion, 
and the increased emissions from the oil and gas sector 
have effectively negated emissions reductions from other 
sectors. Public support for this project dropped when the 
taxpayer burden became clear. However, the government 
may very well be the permanent owner of the pipeline.

Though pipelines have gained a kind of mythical status  
in political and media commentary, support for them  
is often much weaker in reality than in the abstract.  

THE PIPELINE FANTASY 
CANADIANS ARE SOLD

C O M M E N T A R Y  B Y  A M Y  J A N Z W O O D

Prime Minister Mark Carney, right, signs an MOU with Alberta Premier Danielle 
Smith in Calgary, Alta., Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025. (JEFF MCINTOSH /THE 
CA NA DI A N PR ESS V I A A P)

https://cleanenergycanada.org/poll-two-thirds-of-canadians-favour-developing-clean-energy-over-fossil-fuels-while-85-wish-to-maintain-or-increase-federal-climate-action/
https://cleanenergycanada.org/poll-two-thirds-of-canadians-favour-developing-clean-energy-over-fossil-fuels-while-85-wish-to-maintain-or-increase-federal-climate-action/
https://angusreid.org/tmx-february-2020/
https://www.theenergymix.com/sovereign-pipeline-ceo-pitches-to-keep-trans-mountain-in-government-hands/
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Public support declines when confronted with the realities 
of recent pipeline projects such as oil spills, violations of 
Indigenous rights, gutted regulatory processes, massive 
public subsidies or shaky (or non-existent) commercial 
viability. Canadians may support the idea of pipelines 
before risks and costs become visible, a point that is often 
lost in recent polling and media coverage of hypothetical 
pipeline projects.

Prime Minister Mark Carney has (re)branded Canada as 
an “energy superpower” by expanding both fossil fuel 
production and renewable energy. This is a powerful and 
reassuring narrative in a period of geopolitical upheaval 
and widespread concerns about affordability. 

However, the evidence supporting this “both/and” 
approach is thin at best. The oil and gas sector remains 
Canada’s largest source of greenhouse gas emissions, and 
continued production growth makes achieving national 
climate targets significantly harder, if not impossible. By 
continuing to subsidize the sector rather than diversifying 
the economy, Canada’s leaders are betting on a future 
that is more vulnerable to volatile global oil and gas prices 
amid shocks and declining demand. 

Simply put, expanding fossil fuel exports is like saving for 
retirement by doubling down at the casino. So what does 
this all mean for climate communicators? Pipeline support 

in the abstract should not be mistaken for declining 
concern about the climate crisis, even if it is not always 
a top priority for Canadians. Strong support remains 
for climate action and a renewable energy future, even 
as political leaders falsely frame fossil fuel expansion 
as synonymous with economic security. This makes 
it especially important to challenge the increasingly 
normalized claims that Canada can indefinitely expand 
oil and gas production while meeting our climate 
commitments—especially when doing so directly 
conflicts with clean energy buildouts: electricity demand, 
public funding, skilled labour and more. 

As someone who has done a lot of pipeline media in 
recent months, I’ve witnessed legacy media often 
uncritically repeating the narratives of pipeline boosters. 
The challenge ahead is not only to thoughtfully counter 
pipeline boosterism, but to contest the broader story 
Canadians are being told about economic security. 
Communicating uncertainty and risk is difficult, 
particularly when political narratives are simpler and 
more emotionally resonant. Success means meeting 
Canadians where they are and connecting climate and 
energy to valid concerns that resonate most: affordability, 
security, economic resilience, wellbeing, and good jobs. 
We are at a crucial crossroads, and this work is more 
important than ever.
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WHAT CANADIANS 
CARE ABOUT

Canadians are extremely worried about the cost of living, the impact of the Trump 
administration and the economy.

The sense of precarity extends to the whole world: the public overwhelmingly thinks the world as a whole is on the wrong 
track (78 per cent), and Canadians feel similarly about the direction of the United States (79 per cent) (Abacus, 2026f). 

But Canadians are feeling significantly better about the country’s current direction than they did one year ago. Polling 
results vary, but as much as half the public (53 per cent) now thinks Canada is headed in the right direction, while 31 per 
cent believe it is headed in the wrong direction (Nanos, 2026). 

Climate change and the environment have dropped into a low category and currently rank as a “third-tier” issue. 
Climate/environment has about half the priority level as second-tier issues such as housing, immigration and 
healthcare. It ranks even farther behind the top tier: cost of living, Donald Trump and the economy.

Most important issues
“What are the 3 most important issues facing Canada today?”

Source: Abacus, 2026f 

RISING COST OF LIVING

DONALD TRUMP AND 
HIS ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMY

IMMIGRATION

CRIME/PUBLIC SAFETY

CLIMATE CHANGE/ 
ENVIRONMENT

INEQUALITY/POVERTY

HEALTH CARE

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY/ 
ACCESSSIBILITY

64%

42%

41%

32%

29%

26%

15%

13%

11%
INDIGENOUS 

RECONCILIATION 2%
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CLIMATE ILLITERACY
Almost all Canadians understand that climate change is happening. But climate literacy 
remains sketchy and there are indications it is worsening overall. This decline may partly 
reflect motivated reasoning rather than purely issue comprehension—people adjust their 
responses as climate change drops in priority, leadership cues shift and conventional fossil fuels 
gain traction.

Is it human-caused?
Only half of Canadians understand that climate change is overwhelmingly caused by human activity. Some surveys 
show a decline in that percentage in recent years, along with an increase in those who believe climate change is both 
natural and human-caused (Consortium on Electoral Democracy, 2025).

Human, natural or both? 
“Are the causes of climate change human, natural or both?”

57%

34%

8%

1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

7% 9% 9% 10% 10%

35% 35% 38% 38% 40%

57% 55%
53% 52% 49%

Source: Consortium on Electoral Democracy, 2025 

Human activities such 
as burning fossil fuels 
for energy

Natural changes in 
the environment

Equal parts human 
activities and 
natural changes

Other

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
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Is it a hoax or exaggerated?
Despite overwhelming agreement that the climate is changing, large portions of the public think the impacts are 
exaggerated or that the mainstream consensus amounts to an outright “hoax.” 

While these remain minority opinions, one survey found that more than one-third of Canadians (34 per cent) say that 
“climate change is a hoax” (Spark Advocacy, 2025). 

It is striking to flip the questions around. Only a minority (46 per cent) of Canadians disagree with the statement that the 
effects of climate change are seriously exaggerated. 

Meanwhile, an uncomfortably small majority (56 per cent) of Canadians actively disagree when asked whether climate 
change is a hoax. The combined grouping that agrees with the hoax claim outright or is on the fence amounts to 40 per 
cent in a large survey (4,232 Canadians) by Abacus Data for Re.Climate.

There appears to be a growing misinformation problem, especially among young people. In one survey by Spark 
Advocacy, 46 per cent of Canadians under 30 said climate change is a hoax. In a different survey by Abacus Data and 
Re.Climate, only 48 per cent of that age group actively disagreed that climate change is a hoax. 

The political divide is very visible on the “hoax” question. Many more progressive voters disagree (66 to 70 per cent) 
than do conservatives (40 per cent). And only 27 per cent of conservative voters disagree with the statement that climate 
impacts are exaggerated.

STRONGLY, 
SOMEWHAT 

AGREE

STRONGLY, 
SOMEWHAT 
DISAGREE

NOT SURE

NEITHER AGREE 
NOR DISAGREE

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a

Source: Spark Advocacy, 2025

Is it a hoax?
“Is climate change exaggerated? Is it a hoax?” 

“CLIMATE CHANGE 
IS A HOAX”

“CLIMATE CHANGE 
IS A HOAX”

“EFFECTS OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE ARE SERIOUSLY 

EXAGGERATED” 

21%

32%

34%

“E
ects of climate change are 
seriously exaggerated”

STRONGLY, 
SOMEWHAT 

AGREE

STRONGLY, 
SOMEWHAT 

DISAGREE

NOT SURE
NEITHER AGREE 
NOR DISAGREE

“Climate change is a hoax”

21%

56%

19% 32%

46%

19%
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Is it fossil fuels?
Only 37 per cent of Canadians understand that the oil and gas sector is the biggest emitter in Canada (LSF, 2025). And 
only half of Canadians correctly identify the primary cause of climate change, even when given a set of options to 
pick from.

What causes climate change? 
“Climate change is caused by…?”   

Source: Learning for a Sustainable Future, 2025

Source: Environics & Re.Climate, 2024

CARBON DIOXIDE 
AND OTHER

 GREENHOUSE GASES 

BURNING FOSSIL FUELS 

50%

49%

Does anyone else care in Canada and globally?
Most people don’t think others care about climate change as much as they do. This leads to a major problem for 
engagement—a “spiral of silence.”

Over four in 10 Canadians think about tackling climate change more than once a week.  

But we believe we’re alone. We think only one-quarter of our neighbours think about it that frequently: A 16-point  
“perception gap” (Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a).

Note that even where concern is lowest, more than two-thirds of residents say they’re “concerned” or “very concerned” 
(e.g., 68 per cent of Albertans).

Global climate action also remains largely out of view for Canadians. While 44 per cent of people globally understand 
international climate negotiations like COP (the Conference of the Parties), awareness in Canada is roughly half the 
global level, with just 28 per cent reporting being familiar with COP. In European countries such as France, Germany and 
the UK, awareness is significantly higher (France 59 per cent, Germany 64 per cent, the UK 59 per cent) (Iposos, 2025c). 
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DIFFERENCES OF 
OPINION

The biggest divide in Canadian attitudes is between the conservative base and the rest of 
the country.

Political divide 
“What is your level of concern 
about climate change and its 

potential impact on our future?” 

Source: Abacus, 2025c Source: Abacus, 2025c Source: Abacus, 2026b

NDP Liberal CPC

93% 92%

57%

CONCERNED
(“VERY CONCERNED,” “CONCERNED,” 

“MODERATELY CONCERNED”)

“Extreme weather events (e.g., 
�oods, wild�res, heatwaves) in 

Canada are becoming more 
frequent/severe?”

NDP Liberal CPC

81%
72%

53%

MORE FREQUENT/SEVERE

“Climate change is an urgent 
problem that requires 

immediate action.”

CPC
Base

CPC 
Supporters

Rest of 
Canada

34%
38%

69%

AGREE
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There is a smaller gap along gender lines. Women are more concerned than men. For example, women are significantly 
more likely to think that climate impacts, such as extreme weather events, will occur more frequently.

Gender gap

“In the future, do you think extreme weather events (such as wild�res, �oods, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
droughts, etc.) will occur more often, about as often or less often than they do currently?” 

Source: Leger, 2025f

MALE FEMALE

54%
“MORE OFTEN”

62%
“MORE OFTEN”

Regional differences and differences among age groups are not as extreme as political divides. But there are significant 
distinctions in the degree of concern and even the perception of climate impacts.

Regional di�erences

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a 

PEI NL NS BC MB ON QC NB AB SK

“VERY WORRIED” + “SOMEWHAT WORRIED”

87% 84% 80% 76% 76% 76% 73% 73% 69% 68%

“How worried are you, if at all, about climate change?”

0

20

40

60

80

100
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Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025a 

age 18-29 age 30-44 age 45-49 age 60+

“VERY WORRIED” + “SOMEWHAT WORRIED”

79% 77%
70%

74%

Concern by age
“How worried are you, if at all, about climate change?”

0

20

40

60

80

100

A pedestrian wears a mask while walking on the False Creek seawall as smoke from 
wildfires burning in B.C. and the U.S. hangs in the air, in Vancouver, B.C., Wednesday, 
Sept. 3, 2025. Environment Canada has issued an air quality warning in Metro 
Vancouver and the Fraser Valley due to the smoke that is expected to last for a few days 
or until there is a change in weather. (THE CA NA DI A N PR ESS/DA R RYL DYCK)
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FIRES AND 
EXTREME WEATHER

Canadians understand that climate impacts are worsening, and most expect fires and extreme 
weather to occur more frequently in the future. Forest fires are the most widely expected impact. 

Although a majority of Canadians understand there will be more extreme weather in the future, public literacy remains 
far behind the scientific consensus. Only 58 per cent of Canadians expect extreme events to become more frequent. In 
2024, the same survey firm (Leger, 2024) reported results of 61 per cent.

Source: Leger, 2025f

FOREST FIRES/WILDFIRES

POOR AIR QUALITY 
(SMOKE, SMOG, ETC.)

EXTREME HEAT

LATE-ONSET WINTERS

DROUGHTS

FLOODS

HEAVY RAINFALL

WILD TEMPERATURE 
VARIATIONS WITHIN THE 

SAME SEASON

74%

68%

66%

59%

48%

42%

41%

37%
“MORE COMPARED TO FIVE YEARS AGO”

Perceived climate impacts
“Are there more, the same or fewer of the following events in Canada compared to �ve years ago?”
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LESS OFTEN

MORE OFTEN

ABOUT AS OFTEN

Source: Leger, 2025f

Expectations about the future
“Do you think extreme weather events (such as wild�res, �oods, hurricanes, tornadoes, droughts, etc.) will 
occur more often, about as often or less often than they do currently?”

58%
32%

3%

I DON’T  KNOW

A semi-truck crosses a flooded street in Abbotsford, British Columbia, on Thursday, 
Dec. 11, 2025. (ETH A N CA IRNS/THE CA NA DI A N PR ESS V I A A P)
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IS CANADA DOING 
A GOOD JOB?

Canadians overwhelmingly say they want governments to act on climate change. A large majority tell pollsters they wish 
to maintain or increase federal climate action (Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025). 

But most of the public also thinks the federal government is already doing an acceptable job. Most Canadians (70 per 
cent) rate the current government as “neutral” or “effective” in addressing climate change. Only a minority rate it as 
“poor” or “ineffective.” 

This sense that things are “good enough” does not extend to preparedness. A majority of Canadians (58 per cent) believe 
the Canadian government has not prepared communities for natural disasters, and 61 per cent are not confident that 
governments are working together to prepare for future disasters (Angus Reid & IBC, 2025).

POOR GOOD

ACCEPTABLE

INEFFECTIVE EFFECTIVE

NEUTRAL

Source: Spark Advocacy, 2026 Source: Abacus, 2025c

Assessing government action

“Would you say the federal government 
led by Mark Carney is doing a good job, 
an acceptable job or a poor job in 
combating climate change?”

“How e�ectively do you think the 
Liberal government is addressing 
climate change today?”

16%
30%

20%

50%55%

29%
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ATTITUDES 
ABOUT ENERGY

There are two tracks in Canadian public opinion and within the minds of most individual 
Canadians. Most of us want clean energy to power our lives, and we also think that fossil fuel 
development is important for economic growth and security.

Renewable energy is very popular across all regions and demographics in Canada. And a large majority (70 per cent) say 
they are more proud of becoming a renewable energy superpower than an oil and gas superpower. 

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025b

Type of energy superpower

I FEEL MORE PRIDE THINKING 
ABOUT CANADA BECOMING A 
RENEWABLE ENERGY SUPERPOWER 
THAN I DO ABOUT CANADA 
BECOMING AN OIL AND GAS 
SUPERPOWER.

I FEEL MORE PRIDE THINKING 
ABOUT CANADA BECOMING AN 

OIL AND GAS SUPERPOWER 
THAN I DO ABOUT CANADA 

BECOMING A RENEWABLE 
ENERGY SUPERPOWER.

70%

30%

A Hydro Quebec employee looks over monofacial solar panels installed on the 5.6 
hectares at the Robert-A.-Boyd Solar Power Plant in Varennes, Que., on Monday, July 
21, 2025. (THE CA NA DI A N PR ESS/CHR ISTINNE MUSCHI)
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Renewable energy sources are the public’s strong preference when it comes to the type of electricity Canadians rely on.

Source: Abacus & Re.Climate, 2025b

SOLAR 76% 7%

74% 6%

60% 11%

59% 10%

47% 19%

46% 8%

44% 15%

37% 32%

% SUPPORT % OPPOSE

HYDRO

WIND ONSHORE

WIND OFFSHORE

GAS

TRANSMISSION

LNG

NUCLEAR

What types of electricity generation? 
“How much do you support or oppose the following energy sources or supporting infrastructure to 
generate electricity that you rely on?”

48%28%13%4%3%

3%

3%

4%

6%5%

5%

5%

16%

6%

6%

13%

5%

10%

17%

16%

21%

22%

28%

32%

30%

22%

32%

31%

30%

27%

27%

25%

20%

42%

29%

29%

19%

19%

19%

17%

Not sure Strongly 
oppose

Somewhat 
oppose

Neither support 
nor oppose

Somewhat
support

Strongly
support

But economic anxiety is high, and the public is increasingly willing to prioritize the economy even when it is perceived to 
be in conflict with environmental considerations. 

Fifty-seven per cent of the public say economic growth and jobs should be the priority even if the environment suffers to 
some extent, an increase of 13 per cent since 2024 (Nanos & Positive Energy, 2025c). 

Both clean and conventional energy
The public is broadly on board with the current federal approach of boosting both clean and conventional energy. 
Where possible, most Canadians generally prefer clean energy projects (Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025). But an 
“all of the above” approach has support across all regions, except Quebec, where only 38 per cent want both clean and 
conventional energy (Environics, 2025).
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CLEAN ENERGY

NOT SURE

CONVENTIONAL ENERGY

BOTH

Source: Environics Research, 2025

All of the above
“Which of the following should the federal government prioritize?” 

26%

50% 13%

Artificial intelligence
Support for both energy sources is growing alongside rising public concern about AI’s energy demands and the potential 
impact on household energy costs (Angus Reid, 2025). A large majority of Canadians (78 per cent) are worried about 
the amount of energy AI uses, and another majority (72 per cent) believe data centres could increase costs for families 
(Abacus, 2026e).

Build pipelines, decrease climate pollution 
A solid majority think it is possible to build new fossil fuel infrastructure (e.g., pipelines) and simultaneously cut 
Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions. Survey results vary, but somewhere between 56 and 72 per cent of respondents 
think it’s possible to do both.

Meanwhile, support for new pipelines has jumped significantly—between half and three-quarters of the public now say 
they support a new pipeline to the West or East, depending on the survey. None of the polls find opposition above 25 per 
cent. Until 2024, support had hovered around 50-50 (Angus Reid, 2025k).

Canadians are still seeking balance. Support for pipelines decreases under certain conditions. Half of Canadians oppose 
bypassing environmental reviews to build faster (Angus Reid, 2025b). Conditions like removing the oil tanker ban, 
opposition from provinces, lack of a private proponent, and First Nations opposition all reduce support for a western 
pipeline below 50 per cent. But note that, even under these conditions, there is still a plurality of support (Abacus, 2026a). 

2016

2025

Source: Environics Research, 2025

Can we do both?
“Possible to build new pipeline and for Canada to achieve an overall reduction in its greenhouse gas emissions.”

65%

72%
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Oil and gas
More than 80 per cent of Canadians rate oil and gas as important for Canada’s existing economy. The number drops 
when rating the industry’s importance to the future economy. But almost two-thirds think oil and gas will still be 
important to the future economy—a 22 percentage point increase from 2020 (Nanos & Positive Energy, 2026).

•	 81% see oil and gas as important to Canada’s current economy
•	 63% see oil and gas as important to Canada’s future economy (Nanos & Positive Energy, 2026) 
•	 87% say the clean energy sector will be crucial to the economy in the next 10 years (Abacus & Clean Energy 

Canada, 2025)

Two of the most compelling oil and gas narratives are that Canada should boost exports to provide energy security/
reliability and that Canadian exports could contribute to climate efforts by displacing dirtier forms of energy in other 
parts of the world.

A large majority agree that Canada should expand oil and gas exports to give the world more secure and reliable energy 
supplies. (Note that these figures predate the war on Iran, which began Feb. 28, 2026.).

Oil and gas supporters picket outside the National Energy Board, during the release 
of the board’s reconsideration report on marine shipping related to the Trans 
Mountain expansion project, in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Friday, Feb. 22, 2019. (JEFF 
MCINTOSH/THE CA NA DI A N PR ESS V I A A P)
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Source: Nanos & Positive Energy, 2026 

Exporting oil and gas: security 
“Canada should expand oil and gas exports to help the world have more secure and reliable energy supplies.”

Jan 2024 52%

Feb 2025 62%

Feb 2026 70%

“AGREE”, SOMEWHAT AGREE” 

 

The question of displacing dirtier energy (typically coal in Asia) is highly contested and typically misrepresents 
international agreements. Nevertheless, the argument appears to be gaining traction in public opinion. Over two-thirds 
agree that Canada’s oil and gas exports can contribute to combatting climate change globally if they displace other 
energy sources. 

Exporting oil and gas: climate
“Exports from Canada’s oil and gas sector can contribute to combatting global climate change if our exports 
displace energy sources in other countries that are more damaging to the climate.” 

Jan 2024 61%

Feb 2025 66%

Feb 2026 69%

Source: Nanos & Positive Energy, 2026 

“AGREE”, SOMEWHAT AGREE” 

 



Households and personal action         23

HOUSEHOLDS AND 
PERSONAL ACTION

There is a substantial desire for clean energy solutions at the household level. And Canadians overwhelmingly support 
government action and policies that reduce barriers to the energy transition.

For example, 70 per cent of Canadians think new homes should be required to provide electric vehicle charging (or, at 
least be wired and ready) along with heat pumps for heating and cooling (Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025). 

DEFINITELY YESDEFINITELY NO

I DON’T KNOW

MOST LIKELY YES

MOST LIKELY NO

EVs and heat pumps in new homes
“Do you think newly built homes should come with EV charging (or at least the necessary electrical work done) 
and heat pumps, assuming the cost is minimal?”

Source: Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025 

31%

39%

10%

8%

The biggest barrier to adopting clean energy is the upfront cost. Most Canadians in the largest urban centres now 
understand that electric vehicles (EVs) are cheaper over the lifetime cost of ownership. The initial cost is the obstacle.

•	 64% of people in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and Metro Vancouver think EVs are cheaper in the long run 
•	 65% cite purchase price as the main barrier (Ipsos & MEI, 2025)

Another important obstacle occurs in apartments and condos, where installing home charging can be difficult or 
prohibited. Heat pumps face similar obstacles. Unless someone owns their own building installing a heat pump can 
be impossible.

•	 59% of people in the GTA and Metro Vancouver are certain or inclined to buy an EV 
•	 56% already have a heat pump or view them positively

But:

•	 75% of people living in apartments or townhomes say the lack of home charging keeps them from buying an EV
•	 68% are not able to install a heat pump 

(Abacus & Clean Energy Canada, 2025) 
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Year over year, public opinion surveys continue to show that Canadians remain concerned about climate change. 
Most Canadians want government action to protect people and communities from its impacts. Renewable energy also 
continues to enjoy broad public support across regions and demographics. 

But most Canadians do not realize they are part of a majority. And, as a result, climate concern often remains invisible. 
Meanwhile, climate literacy is poor, and public understanding of energy systems and fossil fuels remains limited and 
often contradictory. The war on Iran and AI-driven media and information systems have created new anxieties about 
affordability, energy demand and security. 

Our advice: Make climate concern visible
Climate impacts will continue to grow even as public attention shifts between competing crises. Use an “all hands on 
deck” approach to make climate concern more visible and the demand for action louder. 

•	 Use stories, polls and local examples to normalize climate concern and show it exists across Canadian communities, 
regions and generations, including industries and businesses.

•	 Highlight the global clean energy acceleration—prosperity and careers in the future depend on keeping pace. 
•	 Make the energy transition more relatable. Show examples of communities, workers, businesses and industries 

already transitioning and adapting to climate realities.  
•	 Replace technical and “net-zero” jargon with practical and everyday language. For more practical ways of breaking 

the climate silence, see Four Steps to Break the Spiral of Silence.
•	 Call on political and thought-leaders to break the spiral of climate silence.

Recognize that there are two tracks in Canadian public opinion: most people prefer clean energy to power their lives, 
while simultaneously believing that fossil fuel development is important for economic growth and security. Help bridge 
this divide by making the economic opportunities and security benefits of the energy transition more visible. 

Meet people where they are
Messages are more likely to resonate when they connect climate action to things people already care about: 

•	 Protecting nature and future generations 
•	 Cost of living: climate impacts and fossil fuels are making our lives more expensive.
•	 Health 
•	 Security and preparedness for households and communities
•	 Preparing communities for climate change impacts

Emphasize what we’re protecting as the dominant frame when discussing limits, restrictions or bans.

Remember that conservative audiences are not a single bloc but have varying levels of climate concern. Tailor your 
communication appropriately. 

Use messages that reduce perceived tradeoffs between climate action and the economy. Highlight careers, jobs and 
affordability where appropriate.

https://reclimate.ca/resource/four-steps-to-break-the-spiral-of-silence/
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Strengthen climate and energy literacy  
Treat climate literacy as a shared responsibility across institutions—media, government, healthcare, schools and 
universities—not just environmental organizations. 

•	 Use clear, short explanations that connect climate change to extreme weather events, such as heat waves and floods. 
Repetition matters.

•	 Support a stronger understanding of energy systems: renewable energy, false solutions and the economic and 
environmental realities of fossil fuels and pipelines in Canada.

•	 Prioritize initiatives that prepare Canadians for a changing information environment. 

Give people avenues for action 
•	 Highlight practical household solutions for people, including heat pumps and EV-ready homes.
•	 Focus on reducing barriers such as cost, uncertainty and access. 
•	 Combine warnings about climate risks with visible examples of progress and adaptation. 
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