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for mobilizing audiences to reduce emissions, prepare for impacts and support climate 
policies. Climate Access provides the knowledge that network practitioners need to take 
their communications to the next level.

www.climateaccess.org

About the Climate Narratives Initiative

Convened in 2019 by the Clean Economy Fund and Environment Funders Canada, the 
Climate Narratives Initiative supports a network of 1,700 climate leaders in Canada 
through research and training, hands-on communications support and peer-learning 
communities of practice.

Project Team

We are grateful for reviews and contributions by Dr. Erick Lachapelle at l’Université  
de Montréal, Dr. Louise Comeau, Iris Communications, and James Boothroyd  
at EcoAnalytics.

Author: Chris Hatch

Research: Maria Granados

Quebec chapter: The Laboratoire de l’action climatique, a collaboration between a 
Université Laval research team and Unpointcinq.ca summarized key takeaways from the 
2021 edition of the Quebec Climate Action Barometer.

Editing and Production: 
Amber Bennett, Cara Pike, Maria Granados 
Leigh Peterson, designer, justafrog.net

Acknowledgments: 
Academic programs at l’Université de Montréal, the Prairie Climate Centre at the 
University of Winnipeg and Positive Energy at the University of Ottawa are generating 
insightful ongoing research.

We have also relied on research firms studying climate attitudes, in particular: Abacus 
Data, the Angus Reid Institute, EcoAnalytics, Environics, Ipsos, Morning Consult, Nanos 
Research and the Pew Research Center.

We would also like to acknowledge NGOs including Clean Energy Canada, Clean 
Prosperity, Environmental Defence, Greenpeace and Stand.earth for commissioning 
public surveys.

Cover: People people sitting in flooded area. Photo from Canva.

 3



PREAMBLE
To produce this report Climate Access and 
Climate Narratives reviewed the results of 60 
publicly-available surveys from 2021 through 
early 2022 and cross-checked consistency with 
subscriber-only research. The goal was to dig 
beneath topline numbers, stress-test results 
and identify attitudes that advance or block 
public demand for climate action. This year’s 
report highlights findings on efficacy and 
extreme weather.

We have prioritized results where respondents 
were operating with context over “off the cuff” 
answers and have emphasized results that are 
consistent across multiple surveys.

RESEARCH GAPS
We found a lack of research on public attitudes 
about climate solutions and the steps involved 
in a transition pathway.

There is also a lack of public research 
connecting Indigenous rights and social justice 
to climate concerns. There is little research 
addressing BIPOC audiences in Canada 
(especially relative to data gathered in the U.S.).
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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY 
This report highlights trends in Canadian attitudes about climate 
change that are important to climate communicators. In addition, the 
report identifies several challenges that stand in the way of creating 
a strong mandate for climate action. This year’s report has a special 
focus on collective “efficacy”—the public’s degree of confidence or 
pessimism that climate change can be tackled.

KEY FINDINGS 2022
Tailwinds for communicators
CRYSTALLIZING CONCERN

An overwhelming majority of Canadians say they are concerned about climate change 
and opinion is crystallizing at the “very concerned” end of the spectrum. There is a large 
“moveable middle” of the Canadian public that is already concerned but not engaged.
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EXTREME WEATHER 

Heatwaves, fires, flooding and storms are driving concern and making climate change 
feel like more of an immediate threat. Decision-makers now see the need for climate 
adaptation and resilience measures. 

VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Canadians are increasingly convinced the future lies in clean energy. Clean energy is 
popular in all regions and across political lines. The public thinks an energy transition is 
inevitable and, on balance, will benefit the country.

DISENCHANTMENT WITH FOSSIL FUELS 

Support for burning and producing fossil fuels is gradually eroding. Coal and fracking 
are particularly unpopular and most Canadians do not agree with expanding our oil-
based economy to finance the transition to renewables.

Headwinds for communicators
EFFICACY & FATALISM 

Canadians are not convinced climate change can or will be tackled meaningfully. 
Growing segments of the public think it’s “probably too late.” Most do not believe 
proposed solutions will be very effective or fairly implemented and are skeptical that 
deep decarbonization is possible. Meanwhile, there is generally declining trust in 
government and other institutions.

DEMAND FOR ACTION LAGS BEHIND CONCERN 

Although most Canadians tell pollsters they want more action, most also give Canada 
at least a passing grade on climate change. Just 25% think we’re doing less than our 
international fair share. Demand for action has actually declined over the past five years.

SOLUTIONS LITERACY 

Canadians do not have an understanding of the measures needed to address climate 
change and do not feel well-informed. Less than half think transitioning away from fossil 
fuels would be very effective for reducing carbon emissions. Nature-based solutions 
enjoy support across party lines but most people still think of solutions in terms of 
recycling and plastic straws.

ECONOMIC ANXIETY 

There is acute and rising concern about the cost of living and inflation. Over half of 
Canadians now say it’s “difficult” to afford to feed their households. Economic  
anxiety is rising in a toxic environment of declining trust, alienation, polarization  
and energized populism.
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Recommendations for communicators 2022

Use plain language and organize your communications with a message triangle to create 
a complete narrative for your audience. Whenever possible, address all three points in 
whatever order makes sense for your context. 

The Benefits
Tangible opportunities and benefits to lives, 

families and communities

The Pathway
Choices and practical actions 
that are feasible and relevant

The Challenge
The cause in plain language; 

personal threats/impacts

In the current environment, it is particularly important to include the following in 
climate communication:

1.    Create a sense of momentum

        Address attitudes of fatalism and futility by providing tangible examples of success 
and leadership. Use local and Canadian examples as well as from places people 
agree are making progress (e.g.: U.S., Europe). Showcase role models and a diversity 
of people working in the energy transition.

2.   Address affordability

        Point to the benefits right now (e.g.: pollution pricing comes with rebates, 
renewables are cheaper than fossil fuels today) and the cost of delay (it’s much 
cheaper to act now). Climate impacts are driving inflation in food prices and 
destruction of homes and communities. We can’t afford to let the cost of climate 
change keep spiralling out of control. 

3.   Paint a picture of the solutions pathway

        Climate change is driven by fossil fuels like oil, gas and coal. We already have  
the tools we need to switch to clean electricity and electrify our homes, vehicles  
and businesses.

For a more comprehensive resource on climate communications, see the report  
Climate Messaging that Works: Talking Energy Transition and Climate Change in Canada.

ExECuTivE SummARy 7
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1CAN WE DO IT? 
SPOTLIGHT ON 
EFFICACY 
There are many headwinds facing climate action but collective efficacy—the sense that 
something will be effective—is one area where climate communicators have a clear role. 
And the findings about Canadians’ sense of efficacy are worrying.

Efficacy is an essential ingredient to public mobilization for climate action. In fact, 
the top two determinants of public support for climate initiatives are fairness and 
effectiveness.1 If people don’t believe it’s possible to tackle climate change, they 
are unlikely to engage. If they don’t believe a particular initiative will be effective or 
implemented fairly, they are unlikely to support it. 

Effectiveness isn’t always an either-or proposition. In the real world, people hold 
degrees of doubt which lead them to hedge their bets (climate action and fossil fuels) 
and resist proposals for fast transition.

Can We Do It?

It’s not too late to avoid the worst impacts of 
climate change (Environics 2021)

Not confident that actions taken by the 
international community will significantly reduce 
the effects of global climate change (Pew Research 2021)                                   
Humans probably won’t be able to reverse the 
effects of climate change before it’s too late 
(Angus Reid 2021)

Transitioning away from fossil fuels will be "very 
effective" at  reducing global carbon emissions 
(Environics 2021)

Confident in Governments creating policies to help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions (Nanos 2021)

Humans will be able to reverse the effects of climate 
change before it’s too late (Environics 2021)

Canada is is on track to achieve net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 (Environics 2021)

51%
51%
50%

44%
35%

24%
20%
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Canadians are not convinced climate change can or will be tackled effectively and growing 
segments of the public think it’s “probably too late.” Forty-two per cent of Canadians 
agreed with this statement in 2021—the percentage who “strongly agreed” doubled from 
9% to 18% since 2019.2 

Most Canadians do not believe solutions will be effective and question whether deep 
decarbonization is even possible. Only 44% of Canadians think transitioning away from 
fossil fuels would be “very effective” at reducing global carbon emissions. Just 35% think 
improving public transport would be very effective.3 

Over half (52%) of Canadians think “governments won’t be able to reduce carbon 
emissions significantly in the next decade.” The number who “strongly” feel that way 
has increased 9-points since 2019.4 Only 35% of Canadians are confident in governments 
creating policies to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.5 

Tackling fatalism, despair and inefficacy

One important strategy for climate 
communicators is to provide tangible examples 
of progress that build a sense of efficacy. Tangible 
examples are often more effective than broad 
statistics because they give people a mental 
“hook” or picture of what’s possible.

Examples are interpreted through the audience’s 
prior beliefs and are most effective when they come from credible messengers, places 
close to home or from locations where the audience is predisposed to believe real progress 
is happening. 

Imagery can be particularly powerful, especially when photographs include people (ideally 
with eyes visible) in relevant locations.

Where Canadians Look for Hope
Doing a good or very good job of dealing with climate change (Pew Research 2021)

EUCanada

USAChina

-77%
-60%

64% 70%

“We need to build a 
sense of momentum.”  
—Sarah Roberton, Environics, 2022
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Outside of their own country, Canadians are most likely to see progress in Europe. Seventy 
per cent of Canadians say the European Union is doing a “good” or “very good” job dealing 
with climate change.6 

It can sometimes be useful to play on Canada-U.S. dynamics and provide examples from 
our neighbours to the south, but note that 60% of Canadians are predisposed to think the 
U.S. is doing a “very bad” or “somewhat bad” job dealing with global climate change. 

Likewise, it can sometimes be useful to provide surprising or counterintuitive examples—
for example, by showcasing renewable energy projects in China—but recognize that 
a Canadian audience may be dismissive since 77% say China is doing a “very bad” or 
“somewhat bad” job.

Effectiveness isn’t always an either-or proposition. In 
the real world, people hold degrees of doubt which 
lead them to hedge their bets (climate action and fossil 
fuels) and resist proposals for fast transition.
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2PUBLIC 
ATTITUDES 
ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Canadians overwhelmingly agree that climate change is a major problem and the level 
of concern is rising. Half the population tell pollsters climate change is a “very serious 
threat”—the highest result since 2014.7

75% of Canadians are “concerned” or “very concerned” 
about climate change. Morning Consult, 2021

Climate Change is a Very Serious Threat

Angus Reid

Pew

2015 2021

27%
35% 34%

50%
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Worried about weather

Rising concern about climate change is largely driven by extreme weather events. For 
example, a solid majority of Canadians (63%) say that recent wildfires have made them 
feel it is more urgent to deal with climate change.8  

The public has an increasing sense that climate change is harming Canada now but  
the impacts still have psychological distance. Just 29% of Canadians think climate 
change will cause them, personally, a great deal of harm; 66% think the harm will fall  
on future generations.9 

Chapter 3 of this report gives more detail on public attitudes related to extreme weather.

Demand for action lags concern

Canadians are overwhelmingly concerned about climate change and hugely supportive 
of clean energy. When asked, they generally say that governments should be doing 
more. But Canadians simultaneously say they are relatively satisfied with climate action. 

Heading into the last federal election, 71% of Canadians said the federal government 
was doing an “acceptable” (47%) or a “good” (24%) job.10 

Canadians Want More Action

Canadians Are Satisfied

Governments in Canada should put more 
emphasis on reducing emissions (Abacus 2021)

The federal government is not doing enough 
(Ipsos 2021)

The federal government is doing a good or acceptable 
job of acting on climate change (Abacus 2021)

Canadians say their country is doing a good job 
dealing with climate change (Pew Reseach 2021)

66%
66%

71%
64%

Demand for action has actually declined by 10-points over the past 5 years: from 71% in 
2016 down to 61% in 2021.11 
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Doing Our Fair Share?
"Thinking about other countries' efforts to combat climate change, would you say that your country 
(Canada) is doing more or less than its fair share, or is it doing its fair share?” (Morning Consult 2021)

Other

More than our fair share

Less than our fair share

Doing our fair share41%

19%

15%

25%

Who Thinks We Are Doing Our Fair Share?
"Thinking about other countries' efforts to combat climate change, would you say that your country 
(Canada) is doing more or less than its fair share, or is it doing its fair share?" (Morning Consult 2021)

Left-leaning Centrist Right-leaning

Less Than Our Fair Share Doing Our Fair Share

35% 40%
49%

23%
41%

15%
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Voters and climate change

Climate change consistently ranked in the top tier of issues for voters in the 2021 federal 
election and was notably in the top 5 issues among undecided voters.12 Rising anxiety 
over affordability was also very clear: 90% of Canadians listed a “pocketbook issue” as 
critical to their upcoming vote.13 

There has been a very large and long-standing difference between supporters of the 
Conservative Party of Canada compared to others and this dynamic continued during 
the 2021 election. Over half of Liberal and NDP voters said climate was important to 
their voting decisions.14 That was only true for one-fifth of Conservative supporters. But 
note that half of potential Conservative voters thought the Conservative party should do 
more on climate.15 

Different audiences, different attitudes
POLITICS & IDEOLOGY

The biggest divide in Canadian attitudes runs along political and ideological lines. There 
is a stark partisan divide and political leaders are accentuating it. 

Well over half of Canadians who support the Liberal, NDP, Bloc or Greens think 
environmental protection should be the top priority for our energy industry. That drops 
to just 17% for Conservative party supporters.16  

Conservative voters support an “all of the above” energy strategy—expanding oil & gas 
production as well as renewables and nuclear—but non-Conservative voters are only 
enthused about wind and solar. In one large poll by the Angus Reid Institute, no fossil 
energy source tops 34% among non-Conservative voters while past CPC voters are 86% 
in support of expanding oil & gas.17  

Elite cues and messaging from political leaders are key factors driving this split. The 
public takes cues from the political parties they identify with most.18 

The political divide even extends to perceptions of the weather: while 86% of left-leaning 
Canadians think severe weather has been getting worse, less than half of right-leaning 
Canadians agree.19 

Age & gender

Other important audience differences are that younger generations are more  
climate-engaged than older generations, and women are significantly more motivated 
than men. 

Sixty-two per cent of younger women think renewable energy should be the priority for 
Canadian energy, just 36% of men over 55 put it top of their list.20 Although the sample 
sizes within polls mean we should be cautious with specific numbers, these findings are 
generally consistent across many surveys.21 
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Different Audiences, Different Attitudes
"Top priority for Canada's energy industry should be protecting the environment" (Angus Reid 2021)

Conservative 
Party

NDP

Liberal Party

Female 55+

Female 18-34

Male 55+

Male 18-34

Total 47%

51%
33%

66%
43%

60%
69%

17%

Regional divides

There is a significant regional divide between the prairie provinces and other regions but 
this is less pronounced than media coverage might suggest. 

Nation-wide, over half of Canadians think renewables should be the top priority for 
energy. While the number drops in the prairies, still one-third of residents of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan think “alternatives” should be more of a priority than oil and gas for the 
energy industry. Another 40-46% think both should have equal priority.22  

Different Provinces, Different Attitudes
"Top priority for Canada's energy industry should be protecting the environment" (Angus Reid 2021)

ATL

QC

ON

MB

SK

AB

BC

Total 47%
49%

31%
32%

40%
48%

55%
45%
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Pollsters regularly find stereotype-busting results in the Prairies. Forty-six per cent of 
Albertans think their provincial government is not doing enough to shift towards a clean 
economy and a majority of Albertans believe Canada’s climate targets are “about right” 
(37%) or “not ambitious enough’’ (19%). A slim majority of Albertans think the economy 
would become stronger and more competitive if Canada meets its climate targets.23 

Anxiety about affordability 

Canadians have growing anxiety about making 
ends meet and this trend has serious implications 
for initiatives that have (or can be construed to 
have) impact on the cost of living. Inflation is a  
fast-rising source of anxiety and resentment  
over inequality and unfairness. Generally, the  
focus of economic concern has shifted from jobs  
to basic affordability.

Economic Anxiety on the Rise
"How easy or difficult would you say it is today to afford to feed your household?" (Angus Reid 2022)

62%

36% 45%

57%
52%

41%

EasyDifficult

March 2019 October 2021 January 2022

Fifty-seven per cent of Canadians say it is now difficult to feed their household. Only 36% 
felt that way in 2019. The number of Canadians who say they are worse off now than last 
year is at the highest level in 13 years of tracking by Angus Reid.24 

Small wonder that there has been a crystallization of opinion that “now is not the time 
to address climate change when people are having a difficult time making ends meet.” 
Strong agreement with this statement increased 9 percentage points between 2019  
and 2021.25 

This trend is likely to persist: less than a quarter of Canadians think things will get better 
for them financially in the next year.

57% of Canadians say it 
is now difficult to feed 
their household.  
Angus Reid, 2021
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When material security is threatened, other values typically drop in priority. The number 
of Canadians who prioritize protecting the environment over protecting jobs has been 
declining. Less than half now agree that protecting the environment is more important.26

Erosion of trust

Researchers from various disciplines are 
finding a trend of declining trust and rising 
alienation which is a serious challenge for 
projects based in collective action.

The erosion of trust is a worldwide 
phenomenon. In one study specific to Canada, only 22% of Canadians expressed trust in 
governments to do what is right for the country. That’s a 10-point drop from a year ago.27 

Scientists and scientific organizations are the one source of information that jumps out 
as retaining high levels of trust, and specifically for information about climate change. 
Studies consistently find that at least three-quarters of Canadians (often more) say they 
trust scientists and peer-reviewed researchers.28  

Canadians say they want more action on climate 
change; they also say they’re fairly satisfied.

Scientists are by far the most 
trusted source of information.
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EXTREME 
WEATHER
Canadians are understanding the seriousness of climate change through their direct 
experience and stories of extreme weather in their region. Climate impacts are 
mounting in public perception and although climate change remains a psychologically 
“distant” problem, the sense of proximity is becoming more immediate.

Worried About Weather

Very or extremely concerned about the impact of extreme weather conditions 
such as extreme temperatures, flooding, droughts, and wildfires (Abacus 2021)

Severe weather events first drew my attention to 
climate change (Environics 2021) 

I feel more urgent about climate change 
than in the past because of recent 
extreme weather events (Ipsos 2021)   

Wildfires have been making me feel that climate 
change is a more urgent issue to deal with (Abacus 2021)

78%

63%

52%

49%

71% of Canadians think that climate change is a public health emergency (38% 
“strongly” agree).29 

The summer of 2021 increased Canadians’ understanding that climate change is a 
proximate threat to health and safety for themselves, their families and communities.

“Although most don’t see a direct link between their health and climate change,  
that is shifting. More and more understand the risk that climate change poses to their 
health — and within the past 7 months, 1.5 million Canadians have been convinced that 
climate change is having a direct impact on their health.” David Coletto, Abacus Data, 
August 2021.30  

3
3.  ExTREmE WEAThER 18



 

Climate Change Coming Closer
"Climate change is directly impacting my health because of poor air quality and the higher risk of 
floods, forest fires and storms" (Abacus 2021)

30%

35%

Climate change will cause a great deal of 
harm to future generations (Environics 2021)

July 2021

Dec 2020

British Columbians suffered a series of very severe weather events in 2021. The number 
of British Columbians who think climate change will harm them personally “a great 
deal” has more than doubled since 2015 whereas the numbers for the rest of the country 
remained fairly static. Similarly, the crystallization of climate concern at the “very 
concerned” end of the spectrum has been much more pronounced in B.C. than the rest 
of Canada.31  

For most Canadians, climate change is still a psychologically distant problem.

Climate Change Is Still a Distant Problem For Most

29%

66%Climate change will cause a great deal of 
harm to future generations (Environics 2021)

Climate change will cause a 
great deal of personal harm 
(Environics 2021)

Extreme weather: a double-edged sword?

Attitudes driven by extreme weather do not progress in a straightforward linear fashion. 

As we have already seen in this report, extreme weather isn’t just experienced but 
“interpreted” through pre-existing belief systems. For example, conservatives are far 
less likely to report having experienced extreme weather than their neighbours holding 
centrist or left-leaning political views.

Political Weather
“Thinking about major natural disasters and storms in your country in the past five years, natural 
disasters and storms have been getting more severe” (Morning Consult)

86%
67%

48%Right-leaning

Centrist

Left-leaning 
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Not all types of climate-driven extreme weather are understood by the public to be 
linked to climate change. American research finds that only one type of weather made 
people think they had experienced climate change: hot, dry days. People did not 
connect downpours or storms to global warming.32 

The public’s conception of “normal” is subject to the effect of shifting baselines where 
events and conditions that used to feel abnormal become normalized. Many researchers 
find the effects of extreme weather events to be smaller than expected and fade quickly 
(even within a month).33 

Extreme weather has contradictory effects. Erick Lachapelle’s research on Canadian 
attitudes finds that when extreme weather is understood to be an effect of climate 
change it does increase demand for action and support for both mitigation as well as 
adaptation. But his research also finds it drives an increase in attitudes of fatalism and 
inefficacy. The belief that ‘it’s probably too late to stop climate change from happening” 
was 12-points higher in B.C. than in the country as a whole.34 

Another complication is that extreme weather can contribute to a fortress mentality. 
Research following Hurricane Sandy in New York found the event shifted climate politics 
away from “decarbonization-focused tentative cosmopolitanism to adaptation-focused 
defensive parochialism… a ‘fortress of solitude’ social logic.”35 

The public’s conception of “normal” is 
subject to the effect of shifting baselines 
where events and conditions that used to 
feel abnormal become normalized. 
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4ENERGY 
TRANSITION 
& SOLUTIONS
Canadians are overwhelmingly supportive of renewables and clean energy initiatives. 
Support for burning and extracting fossil fuels is gradually eroding. Fracking has become 
particularly unpopular and Canadians increasingly believe the future lies in clean energy.

Only one-third of Canadians now agree with the argument we should “continue 
expanding our oil-based economy to finance the transition to renewable energy.” 
Opinion is hardening on this last point: an 8-point rise in “strong disagreement  
since 2019.36 

Vision of the Future

Clean energy will be  important to Canada’s economy in 10 years (Abacus 2022)

Renewables (hydro, wind, solar) are extremely or fairly 
important to Canada's future economy (Positive Energy 2021)

Electric vehicles will become the majority of consumer 
vehicles sold around the world (Abacus 2020)

Countries with more ambitious targets will become stronger 
economically than countries that don’t pursue such targets (Abacus 2021)

Oil and gas will be important to Canada's economy in 10 years (Abacus 2022)

There is more economic opportunity than risk in the global 
transition away from higher carbon energy (Abacus 2021)

92%

86%

77%

72%

70%

56%

Support for clean energy

90% of the public think renewables (hydro, wind, solar) will be important to Canada’s 
future economy.37  
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Strong support for clean energy holds across audiences and political lines. Two-thirds 
of Conservative Party of Canada supporters are fans of solar power.38  Even on a pointed 
question of whether to prioritize fossil fuels versus “alternative sources,” a slim majority 
of Conservative party supporters say “both should be given equal priority” (53%) and 
few choose to prioritize wind, solar and hydrogen (18%).39 

Canadians have come to believe an energy transition is “inevitable” (71%) and a  
majority (56%) now see more economic opportunity than risk in a transition to low-
carbon energy.40 

Importance of Clean Energy Rising
“Clean energy will be very important to Canada's economy 10 years from now” (Abacus 2022)

40%

59%2021

2020

The trend over time is towards increasing support for clean energy and declining 
support for fossil fuels. But efficacy is an important consideration: just 44% of 
Canadians think transitioning away from fossil fuels would be “very effective” at 
reducing global carbon emissions and only 35% say the same for improving  
public transport.41  

Very few (14%) of Canadians strongly agree an advanced economy like Canada’s can be 
powered by renewable energy.42 

Potential of Renewables
“It’s impossible to power an advanced economy like Canada’s using only renewable energy (e.g., hydro, 
wind, solar)” (Positive Energy 2021)

20%

18%

16%

14%

12%

10%

8%

6%

4%

2%

0%
strongly 
disagree

disagree slightly 
disagree

neither slightly 
agree

agree strongly 
agree
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Support for fossil fuels

Fossil fuels are gradually losing public support; 
but there is an extraordinary political divide on 
this topic. Support for oil and gas remains very 
strong among Conservative voters but oil and 
gas supporters are now a small minority among 
voters of any other party.

Across the population, there is majority support 
for policies to end subsidies to oil companies and 
more than two-thirds of the public want Canada 
to cap and reduce emissions from the oil and gas 
sector.43 These results on opposition to subsidies 
are roughly similar to findings by Ekos Research Associates in 2018.44 

Support for Policies

69%

61%

Support the policy for Canada to be the first major 
oil-producing country capping and reducing pollution from 
the oil and gas sector to net zero by 2050 (Leger 2021)

Support the end of subsidies for oil companies (Leger 2021)

There is declining support for Canada continuing oil and gas production. There has been 
an 11-point decrease on this question since 2018.

Continue or Stop Oil & Gas Development?

2018 2021

40%

60%

49%

51%

We need to take measures to greatly slow or 
stop development and transmission of oil and 
gas in Canada, in order to meet our emissions 
reductions targets (Abacus 2021)

Canada should continue to develop its oil and gas 
resources and get them to markets while we are 
using carbon pricing and other measures to 
transition to a lower carbon future (Abacus 2021)

 

Among non-Conservative 
past voters, there is little 
enthusiasm for any form of 
energy production beyond 
wind and solar.   
Angus Reid, 2021
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“Fracking” is becoming notably unpopular. A slim majority of federal Conservatives 
support fracking while less than 15% of Liberal, NDP and Bloc supporters support 
hydraulic fracturing for oil and gas (just 5% of Greens). Over 90% of those audiences 
support solar and wind.45 

Supporters of parties other than the federal Conservatives have soured on oil and  
gas operations in general. Only one-third (34%) of Liberal supporters express support 
for expanding oil and gas operations. Support is even lower among NDP, Bloc and  
Green voters.46  

Conservative voters are much more supportive: 86% express general support for oil and 
gas operations. That number drops significantly for fracking where 57% voice support.

Support for Fossil Fuels by Party

Total CPC Liberal NDP BQ Green

49%

28%

86%

57%

34%

13%

25%

12%

29%

15% 14%
5%

Hydraulic fracturing (fracking)Oil and gas operations

Support for expanding efforts to draw energy from each of the following sources (Angus Reid 2021)

The trend over time is towards 
increasing support for clean energy 
and declining support for fossil fuels.
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5ATTITUDES IN 
QUEBEC: 20 
KEY FINDINGS
Quebeckers lead the country in terms of attitudes about climate change. Quebeckers 
are the most supportive of renewables and the least supportive of producing energy 
from fossil fuels.47 

The Laboratoire de l’action climatique, a collaboration between a Université Laval 
research team and climate action outlet Unpointcinq.ca produced 20 key takeaways 
from the 2021 edition of the Quebec Climate Action Barometer:48 

1. 50% of Quebeckers claim that they have experienced at least one extreme weather 
event relating to climate change such as a heat wave, flood, landslide, or a tornado.

2. 84% of Quebeckers believe that urgent action is needed to tackle climate change.

3. 84% of the population believes it is important to take measures to protect the most 
vulnerable Quebeckers from the impacts of climate change, and 68% support the 
creation of aid programs intended for them. 

4. There are observed manifestations of anxiety in the population—51% fear climate 
change and 62% feel powerless. 

5. Climate literacy issues: the percentage of Quebeckers who claim they can easily 
explain the following concepts to another person:

 • Carbon offset: 17% 
 • Vulnerability to climate change: 29% 
 • Adaptation to climate change: 30% 
 • Green economy: 30% 
 • Personal carbon footprint: 32% 
 • Extreme climate events: 45% 
 • Greenhouse gases: 48% 
 • Impacts of climate change: 61%

6.  89% claim they are taking actions for the climate and 74% would like to do more

 •   79% claim that acting individually or collectively for the climate produces a feeling of 
pride, happiness (74%) and usefulness (79%).
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7.  For the most part, Quebeckers are favourable to having a portion of their income tax 
go toward establishing collective climate action measures.

 •   77% support the development or maintenance of ecological urban planning 
initiatives, e.g., greening of cities and towns, curbing urban sprawl, etc.

 •   75% support the carbon neutral construction or renovation of residential, 
commercial, and public buildings.

 •   82% support the development or maintenance of local and small-scale  
agricultural initiatives.

8.  62% are favourable to additional charges being levied to compensate for greenhouse 
gas emissions when purchasing plane tickets and 58% for the licensing of energy-
intensive vehicles such as SUVs or off-road vehicles (four-wheelers, snowmobiles).

9.  Only 33% agreed with charging road tolls.

10.  81% agree that actions in their personal lives have a concrete impact on fighting 
climate change (e.g., limiting food waste at home), but only 43% think that citizen 
actions such as signing a petition have a concrete impact.

11.  70% believe that Quebeckers are supportive of the idea that collective action is  
needed to fight climate change, but only 33% think most Quebeckers are doing their 
share individually.

12.  An overwhelming majority believe that manufacturing companies (81%), the federal 
government (80%), individuals (79%), the Government of Quebec (76%), businesses 
and stores (75%) and municipalities and regional county municipalities (73%) should 
do more in the fight against climate change. 

13.  61% see themselves as being very concerned by environmental problems in general.

14.  52% claim they care about the image they convey regarding their day-to-day choices 
as they relate to the environment or the climate.

15.  42% believe technological solutions will make it possible to resolve the problem of 
climate change.

16.  85% indicate they have cut food waste as much as they can.

17.  43% have cut down on meat consumption as much as they can and 18% say they 
intend to do so within a year.

18.  76% are curbing energy consumption at home (64% in 2020), and 51% have reduced 
their driving of a gas-powered vehicle as much as possible, an increase over 2020 (31% 
in 2020).

19.  39% claim they have voted for a candidate who has pledged to make the fight 
against climate change a priority or whose party has made this issue a priority.

20.  5% claim they do volunteer work at an organization (e.g., an NGO) or for a project 
(e.g., a green lane) as a way to act against climate change, and 19% say they intend 
to go this route within a year. 
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